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PUBLIC HEALTH RE PORTS 

VOL. 33 SEPTEMBER 27, 1918 No. 39 

EPIDEMIC INFLUENZA (" SPANISH INFLUENZA"). 
PREVALENCE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

As influenza is not a reportable disease in most of the States, it 
is impossible to secure complete reports of its prevalence among 
civilians. The Surgeon General of the United States Public Health 
Service sent telegrams to State health officers and to officers of the 
Public Health Service requesting telegraphic reports of the prevalence 
of the disease. The following is a summary of the reports received 
up to the time of going to press: 

California. — Cases have been reported at Belvedere and at San 
Gabriel, Los Angeles County. 

Colorado.— Thirty-three cases of suspected influenza in drafted 
men from other States were reported at the University of Colorado. 

Connecticut. — Influenza is prevalent throughout the eastern and 
southern parts of the State and appears to be increasing. About 
2,000 cases of the disease had been reported in New London and 
vicinity on September 23. 

Delaware,— A few cases have been reported which were diagnosed 
as "Spanish influenza." 

Florida. — Cases have appeared at Key West. On September 23 
the epidemic was said to be declining. 

Georgia. — Cases have been reported at Augusta and at Macon. 

Illinois. — Cases have appeared in Chicago and vicinity. 

Kentucky. — At Louisville some cases were reported which might be 
influenza. 

Louisiana. — On September 14, 1918, the steamship Harold Walker 
arrived at the New Orleans Quarantine Station from Tampico, Mexico. 
The vessel sailed from Boston September 1 . Three deaths had occurred 
on board the ship since she left Boston, and there had been a total of 
15 cases of illness. Six members of the crew were ill on arrival. 
They showed considerable elevation of temperature, ranging from 
37.6° to 39.6° C. They all complained of pain in the head, cough, 
pains in the chest, back, and extremities. 
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Massachusetts. — The disease appeared in Massachusetts in August. 
The State health officer telegraphed September 24 that cases and 
deaths had been reported as follows: Everett, 698 cases, 7 deaths; 
Arlington, 160 cases, 1 death; Lynn, 14 deaths; Middleboro, 100 
cases, 1 death; Fall River, 102 cases; Lowell, 110 cases; Salem, 1,500 
cases, 10 deaths; Provincetown, 415 cases, no deaths; Haverhill, 500 
cases, no deaths; Natick, 78 cases; Chelsea, 1,193 cases, 13 deaths. 
The health officer further stated that Lynn, Quincy, Boston, and 
Haverhill have large numbers of cases, but the totals are not avail- 
able. The disease has also been reported from Ayer, Gloucester, and 
other Massachusetts towns. In Boston from September 16 to 23, 
inclusive, 333 deaths from influenza were registered, and 121 deaths 
from pneumonia. 

Michigan. — Very few cases have been reported. 

Mississippi. — A few cases have been reported from Montgomery 
and Leake Counties, and suspected cases from Meridian. 

New Hampshire. — A number of cases have been reported in Ports- 
mouth and vicinity. 

New Jersey. — The State health officer telegraphed September 23 
that influenza was unusually prevalent. 

New York. — A report dated September 21 stated that 61 cases had 
been reported in New York City. 

North Carolina. — Cases have been reported from Raleigh. Four 
hundred cases were reported from Wilmington. All the hospitals are 
crowded. 

Pennsylvania. — Comparatively few cases have been reported among 
the civil population. A few cases have occurred at Hog Island, and 
some are said to have been found in Pittsburgh. 

Rhode Island. — The disease has appeared at Providence. East 
Providence, Newport, and Warwick. 

South Carolina. — One hundred cases nave been reported at New- 
berry. 

South Dakota.— A. few scattered cases were reported September 23. 

Tennessee. — Two suspicious cases were reported at Memphis. 

Texas. — On September 23 cases were reported from Hutto, William- 
son County; Kaufman, Kaufman County, and Meridian, Bosque 
County. 

Vermont. — Indefinite reports of influenza at many places have been 
made to the State health officer. Diagnosis not confirmed. 

Virginia. — Cases have been reported from Petersburg and vicinity, 
Newport News, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Pittsylvania, and a few 
scattered cases from other places in the State. 

Washington. — A number of cases have been reported in the vicinity 
of American Lake. 

West Virginia. — One case was reported at Nitro. 



